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Welcome to ACCT Philly 
Clear The Shelters 2018 

 
 
Thank you so much for joining us to help save the life of a homeless pet! Clear the Shelters (CTS) is a 
nation-wide adoption event hosted by thousands of animal shelters across the country. As the Philadelphia 
region’s largest municipal animal shelter and only open-intake shelter, ACCT Philly has historically hosted one 
of the largest CTS adoption events in the city. The goal of this event is to literally clear the shelter of all 
adoptable animals through adoption. Your contribution to this goal is greatly appreciated! 
 
 

Adopters will be guided through 3 stages as part of Clear the Shelters adoption process: 
 
 

Stage 1. Application Screening Process 

Stage 2. Adoption Matchmaking Process 

Stage 3. Adoption Finalizing Process 
 
 
As we are anticipating an extremely high volume of clients, it may take up to a few hours to complete the entire 
adoptions process. We appreciate your patience and understanding as we do our best to help as many 
adopters as possible, to save as many lives as possible.  
 
If you have any questions, require further guidance, or would like supplemental adoptions materials to read 
while waiting to adopt an animal, please do not hesitate to reach out to any of our several representatives! 
 

*By attending this event, you acknowledge that ACCT Philly reserves the right to use any photograph or video taken on 
premises without the express permission of those included within the photograph/video. ACCT Philly reserves the right to 

use these photographs/video in publications or other media material produced or contracted by ACCT Philly* 
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ACCT Philly Adoption Requirements 

 
 
BEFORE YOU BEGIN - What You Need In Order To Adopt: 
 
Before beginning the Clear the Shelters application screening and adoption matchmaking process, please 
make sure that you meet the following adoption requirements. *You must meet these General Adoption 
Requirements to be approved to adopt an animal from ACCT Philly at this event.* 
 
 
General Adoption Requirements 
 
Patience, an open mind, and a positive attitude. 

We are anticipating a high volume of clients for this adoption event. The entire adoptions process may take 
several hours. We greatly appreciate your patience and understanding today.  

 
A current and valid photo I.D., listing your current address. 

If your current address is not what is listed on your photo I.D., you are required to provide documentation (such as 
a utility bill or lease) as evidence of your current residency. 

 
If you own property, 

We are required to check property records  to verify ownership.  
If your property records cannot be located through a search, or is not updated in your name, you will need to be 
able to provide evidence of your property ownership. 

 
If you rent property, 

We are required to contact your property owner  to verify that animals are allowed on the premises. Your lease, 
which details your pet policy, will suffice in lieu of direct communication with your property owner. 

 
If you are adopting a dog,  

All resident children must be present to meet with and interact with the shelter dog. 
All resident dogs must be present to meet with and interact with the shelter dog. 
A $16.00 Dog Licensing fee will be applied for Philadelphia residents. This fee is a requirement that is unrelated to 
the Clear the Shelters event. 
 

If you are adopting a cat, 
We encourage you to bring your personal cat carrier to bring your new friend home in. A $6.00 fee to purchase a 
cardboard cat carrier is required if you haven’t brought your own! 

 
**Adopters who do not fulfill the above criteria may not be eligible to adopt at this event.** 
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Animal Viewing and Matchmaking 
 
 
Once you have arrived to the adoptions area, please make sure to speak with a representative to be guided to 
meet the Matchmaking Lead. The Lead will provide you with further instructions to view and meet animals 
 
We always recommend selecting at least three animals  that you would like to adopt, just in case one turns 
out not be the best fit, or is already in the process of being adopted by another family. 
 
Once you have finalized your top 3 adoption candidates, please return to the Matchmaking Lead so they can 
match you with an available representative to meet the animals and receive adoption counseling! 
 
 

 
What qualities in a pet do you feel would be a good match for your home? 

Age: Activity Level: Gender: Other:  
 
 
 
 

After reviewing paperwork, please list the animals you would like to adopt below: 
 

 
Name Animal ID (A#) 

 
I want to adopt THIS animal!: _______________________________________________ 
 
I’d also be interested in adopting: _______________________________________________ 
 
I’d also be interested in adopting: _______________________________________________ 

 

*Do not open any animal kennels or put your fingers through the kennel bars while viewing animals.  
Interactions with animals must be supervised by an appropriate volunteer or staff member at all times!* 
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Adoptions Matchmaking Checklist  
 

While meeting animals and receiving adoption counseling with a Matchmaking representative, please make sure to refer 
to and complete this Adoption Matchmaking Checklist! 
 
I have received adoption counseling with a representative, and have discussed the following topics (check the following): 
 

 We have discussed my expectations and capabilities of owning this pet: 
✓ We have discussed the reasons for my interest in adopting this specific animal. 

✓ We have reviewed the pet’s paperwork, history, and general needs. 

✓ We have reviewed notable behavior history/waivers, and needs in home environment. 

✓ We have reviewed notable medical history/waivers, and needs in home environment. 

✓ We have physically met and interacted with the pet. 

✓ We have discussed how caring for this animal is within my family’s capabilities. 

 

 We have discussed integrating this pet into my home and with my family: 
✓ We have discussed the importance of and plan for a 2 week isolation period in the home. 

✓ We have discussed the importance of monitoring my pets appepite, energy level, and potty-habits. 

✓ We have discussed how there is no guarantee of animal behavior or health once in the home. 

✓ We have discussed a plan for managing unwanted behavior or addressing medical issues. 

✓ We have discussed pet identification and what to do if my pet becomes lost. 

 
 I have made the decision to and have been approved to adopt the following animal(s): 
 

Animal Name and ID (A#):  _______________________________________ 

Adopter Signature and Date:  _______________________________________ 

Matchmaker Signature and Date:  _______________________________________ 


