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December 21, 2016 

 

Dear PA Feline Rescue Groups: 

 

We are writing to alert you about an outbreak of a strain of Avian Influenza (AI) virus which has 

been seen in some New York shelter cats.  This strain is known as H7N2 and is the same strain 

that has infected poultry in live bird markets in New York City and New Jersey  in the past and 

also caused an outbreak in the Virginia poultry industry in 2002/2003. This virus strain is very 

closely related to a virus that causes serious disease in poultry. 

 

Currently, most cats show mild disease though a few have had more severe respiratory signs. 

 

It has come to our attention that some shelters in the Commonwealth have accepted cats from 

New York City. Any cats that have been imported on or after mid-November may be infected.  

 

Important Action Items from PDA: 

1. PDA recommends you do not accept any cats from NYC at this time. 

2. PDA reminds you that any animals that are imported into PA must have a certificate of 

Veterinary Inspection, prior to entering the Commonwealth. 

3. If you have received NYC cats after November 12, 2016 please notify the Pennsylvania 

Department of Agriculture so that we can assist you in establishing a quarantine of 

these cats and all cats exposed to these cats at your shelter in an effort to limit the 

spread of the virus. If all cats remain healthy for a period of 21 days we feel it is safe to 

release the quarantine and allow adoption of the cats. 

4. If you currently have cats from NYC and you would like to continue to adopt out new 

additions you should create an isolation area to house new additions so they are not 

exposed to the quarantined cats. If any cats in this isolation area become sick they can 

be tested for influenza virus. If positive they would need to be quarantined as above to 

limit further spread of the virus.  

5. Any psittacine or passerine birds in the shelters which have adopted NYC shelter cats 

should be tested by PDA. 

6. Any pet poultry in the shelters which have been exposed to NYC shelter cats should be 

either tested or humanely euthanized at the discretion of the Pennsylvania Department 

of Agriculture. 

7. Please provide records for movement of cats adopted out of or moved from your shelter 

since receiving cats from any NYC shelter after Nov 12, 2016 by contacting your regional 

veterinarian’s office or the Department headquarters at 717-772-2852.  

 

Please be on alert and to watch for cats with respiratory disease, especially if they originated in 

a NYC shelter or rescue.   PDA is recommending that shelters and rescue groups, for the time 

being, discontinue taking in cats from NY City and Philadelphia region shelters/rescues. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
PA State Veterinarian 


